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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 5213 
EXDIS 

MOSCOW FOR SAUNDERS AND HARTMAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, TU 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRIMIN ON ENDING OF POPPY BAN 
REF: ANKARA 5210 (NOTAL); MOSCOW 10340 (NOTAL) 

1. 1 MET FOR ONE HOUR, COMMENCING AT MIDNIGHT JULY 1ST, 

WITH PRIMIN ECEVIT. ACTING FONMIN ISIK AND DCM SPAIN ALSO PRESENT. 

2. ECEVIT CONFIRMED THAT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS EARLIER IN 
EVENING HAD APPROVED DECREE FOR RESUMPTION OPIUM POPPY PRODUCTION 
IN SIX PROVINCES AND PART OF KONYA. HE SAID HE WOULD BE EXPLAINING 
DETAILS TO PARLIAMENT AFTERNOON JULY 2ND. HE ADDED THAT HE WAS GOING 
"TO ASK THE UNITED NATIONS TO GIVE ADVICE AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, 
AND THAT ALL THE CONTROL MEASURES ADVISED WOULD BE TAKEN, AND 
THAT THE TURKISH NATION WILL ACT WITH FULL CONSCIOUSNESS OF ITS 
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE WORLD". 
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3. 1 SAID THAT I MUST ASK, ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, THAT HE 
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RECONSIDER THIS DECISION. IT CARRIED THE GRAVEST RISKS OF SETTING 
BACK OUR BATTLE AGAINST HEROIN AND OF DOING ENORMOUS DAMAGE TO 
THE US-TURKISH SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. I THEN EMPHASIZED THAT AS 
RESULT OF TONIGHT'S ANNOUNCEMENT WE WERE ALREADY IN CRISIS RE- 
LATIONSHIP, AND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT S PROPOSED ACTION WOULD, IN 
MY JUDGEMENT. BRING THE US-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP TO ITS LOWEST 
POINT SINCE WORLD WAR II. I ALSO SAID THAT WHILE I HOPED VERY MUCH 
I WAS WRONG, THE ODDS TONIGHT WERE VERY STRONG THAT US MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY WAS FINISHED. THE US EXECUTIVE BRANCH, WHILE 
DEEPLY DISMAYED, WOULD NOT, I THOUGHT, INITIATE SUCH A CUT OFF. 

THE CONGRESS, HOWEVER, WOULD TAKE DECISION INTO ITS OWN HANDS. 

4. ISIK, SUPPORTED BY PRIME MINISTER, SAID THAT RECONSIDERATION 
WAS POLITICALLY OUT OF QUESTION. "IT WOULD RESULT IN NO GOVERN- 
MENT, AND NO RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S." ECEVIT ADDED THAT HE "WOULD 
HAVE THOUGHT TURK-AMERICAN RELATIONS RAN DEEPER" THAN I HAD 
SUGGESTED. I EXPRESSED EQUAL SURPRISE THAT GOT WOULD TAKE SUCH AN 
ACTION AGAINST A FRIEND, AND MOREOVER THAT WE SHOULD LEARN OF IT 
THROUGH A PUBLIC BROADCAST. I THEN LET IT BE KNOWN THAT ACTIVE 
CONSIDERATION WAS BEING GIVEN IN WASHINGTON TO MY BEING IMMEDIATELY 
RECALLED FOR CONSULTATION, REMARKING THAT MY DEPARTURE JUST BE- 
FORE HOSTING 4TH OF JULY PARTY WOULD INEVITABLY BE WIDELY NOTED. 

5. ECEVIT TURNED CONVERSATION BACK TO SINCERITY OF GOT RE DEVEL- 
OPING FOOL-PROOF SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM. I STRESSED THAT IF POPPIES 
GROWN AT ALL.CONGRESS LIKELY HAVE LITTLE FAITH IN EFFECTIVENESS 
OF ANY PROPOSED CONTROLS. ECEVIT SAID AGAIN THAT IRREVOCABLE 
GOVERNMENT DECISION TAKEN THAT POPPIES WOULD BE GROWN, BUT HE 
WOULD WELCOME ALL ADVICE ON CONTROLS AND ASKED WHAT I WOULD 
SUGGEST. 

6. 1 REITERATED THAT EVEN SMALLEST AMOUNT OF POPPY GROWING 
LIKELY TO HAVE MOST SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES IN US-TURK RELATIONSHIP. 
OBVIOUSLY, HOWEVER, IF HE WERE PREPARED TO GROW ONLY A VERY SMALL 
AMOUNT AT START.SURROUND IT WITH MASSIVE SURVEILLANCE, AND EXPAND 
ONLY AFTER 

SOUNDNESS OF CONTROLS HAD BEEN PROVEN TO SATISFACTION OF INTERNAT- 
IONAL COMMUNITY -THIS MIGHT POSSIBLY MAKE CONGRESSIONAL PROBLEM 
SLIGHTLY MORE MANAGEABLE. I ADDED THAT IF THE POPPY GROWING AREA 
AT START WAS SO MINUTE AS TO OBVIOUSLY PRESENT ALMOST NO DANGER 
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OF SIGNIFICANT DIVERSION INTO ILLICIT CHANNELS, I PERSONALLY WOULD 
URGE USG TO CONTINUE SUBSIDY FOR THE MUCH LARGER PROPORTION OF THOSE 
FORMER POPPY FARMERS NOT BEING PERMITTED TO RESUME CULTIVATION. I 
SAID THAT BY GROWING EVEN A SMALL AMOUNT HE WOULD HAVE MADE GOOD 
ON HIS ELECTION PLEDGE. AT SAME TIME SEVERE LIMITATION OF THE KIND 
I WAS SUGGESTING MIGHT MAKE PROBLEM SOMEWHAT MORE MANAGEABLE AT 
OUR END. I THEN ADDED THAT IF GOT ABSOLUTELY DETERMINED TO RESUME 
CULTIVATION, AN EVEN BETTER ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE TO WAIT THE THREE 
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YEARS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A BRACHTIATUM PROGRAM, 

AND MAINTAIN THE BAN UNTIL THEN. 

7. ECEVIT RESPONDED THAT MY SUGGESTIONS (ESPECIALLY THE FIRST ONE) 
MERITED SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AND HE WOULD TAKE THEM TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT IN THE MORNING. HE ADDED THAT IN BOTH HIS EXPLANATION 
TO PARLIAMENT AND IN A MAJOR TELEVISION APPEARANCE ON EUROVISION 
EVENING JULY 2ND HE WOULD SEEK TO REASSURE CONGRESS BY EMPHA- 
SIZING HIS GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO LIMIT AND CONTROL PRODUCTION. 

I SAID I APPRECIATED EFFORT BUT DOUBTFUL OF ITS SUCCESS. 

8. AT CONCLUSION OF CONVERSATION ISIK, SUPPORTED BY PRIME MINISTER, 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT OFFICIAL USG SPOKESMAN, WHILE REGRETTING 

GOT DECISION, WOULD ADD EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE THAT A PROVEN ALLY 
WOULD ACT RESPONSIBLY RE SURVEILLANCE EFFORT. I SAID LATTER WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE. 

9. COMMENT: DECISION COMES AS BITTER DISAPPOINTMENT, ESPECIALLY 
AS WE CONVINCED THAT IN PAST FEW WEEKS, FOR FIRST TIME, US POSITION 
WAS GAINING ADHERENTS WITHIN TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 

10. DURING MY RECENT WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS THERE WAS, I BELIEVE, 
GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO "STONEWALL" 
THIS DECISION AS LONG AS THIS OFFERED ANY POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. 

IF IN THE END THIS FAILED, HOWEVER, STRATEGY WAS TO SHIFT TO DAMAGE 
LIMITING OPERATION, I.E., SEEKING TO ENSURE MINIMUM GROWING UNDER 
MAXIMUM SECURITY. WHILE WE ARE NOT FACED WITH FINAL FAIT ACCOMPLIS 
UNTIL PRESIDENT HAS ACTUALLY SIGNED DECREE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT 
WE MUST NOW TURN OUR ATTENTION TO STRATEGY'S SECOND PHASE. 
MACOMBER 

NOTE BY OC/T: EXDIS CAPTION ADDED PER S/S-0 - MR. TWOHIE. 
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